TOWN OF CAPE ELIZABETH SURVEY 2015
COMMENTS

ORIGINAL LIBRARY BUILDING AT REAR OF LIBRARY LOT

· Use for non-profit.
· Use for Historic Preservation Society.
· Should be sold; get it on the tax rolls or eliminate the expense of carrying it.
· New home for the Cape Elizabeth Historical Society.
· Keep the building for the Historical Society and other public use.
· Make it part of Town Green.
· Use as day care.
· Repurposed into a senior center.
· Town use.
· Use the library for the Historical Society or some other community organization.
· We don’t know the condition of the building; don’t know cost involved for renovation.  Needs to be studied.

· Historical Society.
· Sell to create more business in our town – revenue.

· Turn into a gallery, music, social space, coffee house.

· This building offers many opportunities for use by community organizations.  This can prevent the use of school and Town Hall facilities that require more heating and lighting.  Its open floor plan on the first floor lends itself to meetings; community services classes and guest speakers.

· Depending on cost and what you all use it for.

· This totally depends on the state, appearance & possible use of the building.  A cost-benefit analysis should be done before even considering public opinion.

· The Children’s Library should be used for historical purposes.  The site of the Historical Society.  This was the first school house and could house old and antique library books, perhaps old school books.

· Building should be repurposed for municipal use.

· Thanks for new library. Pond Cove:  we need a hardware store again.

· Private sector office space, etc.

· Maybe the school can use it for functions.

· Not sure what it could be used for, but it is pleasant to look at, and unless it is in bad shape, why knock it down?

· Affordable housing.

· Convert to a lawn or community garden.

· Do not rent it out to the private sector, too close to the school.

· Demolish and make it to the town green.

· Rent it.  Already plenty of space for public use.  Let’s get some tax revenue in here.

· Give it to the Historical Society.

· Rented to private sector – income for town.

· Option that won’t raise taxes.

· For seniors?  Teens?  Keep the history, art work, books, furniture etc. of Cape Elizabeth.

· I don’t know enough to comment.

· Demolish – one less building to maintain.

· Use it for senior citizen gatherings.

· What a shame and waste of taxpayer money that it wasn’t converted and transitioned as part of the new facility to begin with.  Now we have an additional expense.

· Could it be used for Historical Society – would be more appropriate than Police Station.

· Historical Society and large room for hire.  Parties, weddings, retirement activities.

· The old Thomas School House would make a wonderful Historical Society building, and get the Historical Society items out of the Police Station.  They need the space – the building was designed for police business.

· I think the building should be demolished.  The library patrons don’t need to have to worry about a crowded parking lot from another business on the property.

· Increased green space/community space.

· I don’t have enough information.

· Demolish and use as a women shelter.  Cape Elizabeth can extend help by providing a shelter for abused or homeless women!

· Demolish, but space added to Pond Lane play area, try to make Library/School more integrated.

· Demolish and create an amphitheatre.  Repurpose – depends on cost and the purpose.

· Sell it “as is” and let the new owner convert it to a space they need.

· Isn’t that an historic building?  Of course you shouldn’t demolish it!

· Should be kept for town use.

· Former library to be site of Cape Elizabeth Historical Society.

· Open discussion about possible use either private or public will help answer this question more thoughtfully.

· Would like the building to be the CECS Preschool before/after care.  This would eliminate the need to fundraise for a separate playground and allow easy access to the library/schools.  It would create a great school/library connection. 
· Renting out to private sector could be a positive cash flow opportunity?

· Not informed enough to make a decision.

· Perhaps can be used by Cape Historical Society – in part if not entirely.

· Why wasn’t the plan for that building part of the overall plan?  What is the need for space private or public?

· Do not change the look of the building.

· I thought that it was full of mold.  

· Love that building!  See if there is a need for public space (Historical Society) meeting place.
· What are these costs?  Does the town even need the building?

· Move school administration into the building.

· Leave it as – is.

· Repurpose – not demolish.

· No more spending taxpayers dollars!

· Public use – pre-school!

· The original Library should be restored, its infrastructure be improved, and given to the Historical Society for their exclusive use.

· Rent only if rent covers cost of modifications and overhead.

· Demolish and convert to “Town Green”.

· Do what ever is most practical and cost-efficient.

· The original library should go to the Historical Society as it was an original schoolhouse.

· CE Historical Preservation Society.

· Cape has a lot of telecommuters.  It would be cool to have a shared workspace for nominal fee (we pay enough to live here so it shouldn’t cost too much).

· Don’t know enough about this issue.

· Repurpose the Library building for town use, e.g. Community Services.

· Private sector use – to make income and pay for new building.
· Historical Society museum.

· I was not in favor of the new library, so no opinion.

· Repurposed and rented to the public.

· No opinion.

· I would like a public discussion about choices for use.

· Not sure why it wasn’t part of the current library project.

· Rented – depends on which private sector.

· Repurpose – First choice:  if it is in good shape, no rot/mold, etc.  Demolish – second choice is too expensive.

· Green space – small park.

· Year around book sale – proceeds to Library.

· Rented out – providing cost is reasonable & parking is adequate; if not, demolish.

· Former library should be used for both public use and be rented out to private sector – short term events.

· Library building should be preserved as historic.  Return to “Library Hill” where it was requested to never to be removed.

· Both public and private sector use should be considered.  If no known public use for which the building would be appropriate, than look to private sector (or sold).

· Save the library building!

· Feel so strongly that original library building needs to re-purpose for public use!  Another wonderful piece of history, and surely it can find a purpose, perhaps one that dovetails with new library!  Please!  CE Historical Society, etc.?
· Historically significant – Perhaps Historical Society and other groups can use it as a museum and as a space for rental and public events.

· Senior citizens meeting and functions place.

· I think a lot depends on what needs to be done to make the building usable and how much it would cost.  If too costly, building should be demolished and converted into a green space; e.g. small park/garden area or additional parking.

· Space for Historical Society.

· Hard to answer this question as I am not familiar with the condition of the structure is it easily salvageable and economical to do so – then keep it, if not, rip it down.

· Town should not be in the real estate business.  Repurpose – not at public exp.
· What an interesting question.  When I went to the Town Hall Meeting about the library we were told the old library was “dangerous”, “not up to code”, “could not be fixed”, etc.  But now it is OK?  Huh.

· The back building should be made available for residents use for craft groups, game groups, receptions, etc.

· Public/private rentable meeting space.

· I think this space should be for public purposes.

· Eyesore – lots of stairs – not good for handicapped.  I’m a weekly visitor to our library.

· Isn’t it historic?

· Former library building should possibly be used for Historic Preservation.  Also possibly revamped specifically for that purpose.

· Should be open for public dialogue on options for future of library property.

· Do not demolish.  Historical building should be listed museum + Historical Society.

· CE Historical Society.

· The original library would be excellent location for the Historical Society as they need much more room than they have at present.

· How about a senior center?

· Could the building be sold?

· Multipurpose use perhaps.

· Cost of each option?  How can we decide without that information?

· The old school building would be a good permanent location for the C.E. Historical Preservation Society.

· Turn it to a Museum for Cape Historical Society.

· Why not use for painting exhibits or similar use?

· Public use – if it is safe & handicap-accessible; otherwise demolish it.

· Sell with some restrictions on type of future use, zoning, structural style, etc.

· Needs further study – cost/benefit ratio.

· A combination of public and private use should be encouraged.

· And preservation!!
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